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Maggiolina chaise
longue and pouf, design
by Marco Zanuso 1947.
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The initial idea came from an
image: the icon of antique
furniture applied to a modern

support. A provocation and a challenge.
The second step was to identify which
piece of furniture to design: a
sideboard, a chest of drawers or a
bedside table. The chest of drawers was
chosen. This piece of furniture was
widespread in France during the reign
of Louis XIV and was part of every
European home from Louis XV on.
Hence the reason behind the name Le
Roi.” Designer Alessandro Dubini’s
words (who lives and works in Nice,
Monte Carlo and Munich) reveal all the
excitement of having succeeded -
thanks to collaboration with Zanotta -
in giving shape to an idea and to a
dream. The marked appearance and
very unique décor make this piece of
furniture a perfect protagonist of the
Zanotta 2007 Editions, as confirmed by
Daniele Greppi, manager of the
technical office: “The solution we
contrived is a sublimation industrial
printing technique created by the textile
industry. The wooden structure plated
with aluminium plates undergoes a
pressure treatment that transfers the
decoration to the film of the support’s
paint. The segment becomes indelible.”
Mr. Dubini adds: “The original drawing
on aluminium is created by hand,
painted with tempera and then
digitalized. I discovered this technique
in New York. It’s somewhere between
artisanal and the high-tech industry. As
with printing on fabric, each colour
corresponds to a tracing and the
tracings on top of each other make up

the final drawing. Several months of
work were necessary to obtain the
actual results. Tight collaboration with
Zanotta’s technical office was essential
in order to find the right method and
improve the overall appearance of the
piece of furniture. The doors are closed
using retractable magnets and the
single sheet of aluminium is folded at a
90° angle”. The entire process is
delicate and requires maximum
precision to prevent the decorations on
the plates from being distorted during
their transfer. The Louis XV design by
Dubini is very accurate and includes an
independent segment for the bordering
on each door. Everything must match
up perfectly. “Thanks to the digital
technique, we have obtained excellent
results and the overall effect is truly
surprising.” says a pleased Daniele
Greppi. Le Roi is produced in a
numbered series (9 pieces per series)
within Zanotta Editions and is 
signed by the designer. “This piece is
right on the mark for this collection. 
Sure, producing it is no easy feat, but
our team loves a challenge...”
concludes Eleonora Zanotta.

A sublime, highly technical and
exciting piece of furniture

ALESSANDRO DUBINI
Born in Switzerland (in Lugano in
1975) and educated in Milan (where
he studied architecture and design
and then got his engineering degree in
Freiburg, Germany), Dubini opened
his first studio in Como (Italy). Today
he works in the Principality of Monaco
on architecture, design and the search
for new materials and technology.

Le Roi
FROM DESIGN TO THE PRODUCT

Le Roi piece of
furniture

designed by
Alessandro

Dubini. Above,
drawing of the

handle and
picture of the

young designer.


